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1* Had finiſhed what I'deigned to foy 


n this ſubject, when the Eſſay 


on Tiber; and Neceſſity” fell into 
my hands, A moſt elaborate Piece, 


touched and re. touched with all poſſi- 


ble care. This has occaſioned a con- 
ſiderable enlargement of the following 
Tract. I would fain place mankind 


in a fairer point of view than that 


Writer has done: As I cannot believe 


the nobleſt creature in the viſible 


world to be only a fine Piece of 
Clock- work. 5 
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or in another? This is the queſtion which I want 
to conſider. And is it not an important one? 
Surely there is not oe of ipreater"Haperrance. in 
the whole nature of things. For hat ib there that 
| more nearly concerns all rhavare horn of en "$40 
| What can be condei ved Whieh move ET 1 
; et Fong ouly, but eherne dH, 
W T8 * 20 1A 2 8 8110 20 gt " | brd | 
ih 1. That Man is:1n6t'Seif-dewemitied; uit > 
Principle of Action is lotyed, not in himſelf, Bae 
a other being, has been an exceeding antiens 
B. 3 1 xnA opinion 8 


1 » pe 
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opinion, yea, near as old as the foundation of the. | 
world. It ſeems, none that admit of Revelation 4 
bave any doubt of this. For it was unqueſtionably the 
ſentiment of Alam, ſoon after he had eaten of the for- 
bidden fruit. He imputes what he had done not to 
himſelf, but another: Wu woman whom thou gave 
nne. It was alſo the ſentiment of Roe: The Serpent, 
he beguiled me, and I did eat. It is true, I did 
eat: but the cauſe of my eating, the 2 of "= | 
Action was in another” u 
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. The bn opinion, That Nan. is not Celf-de- 
termined, took root very early, and ſ ſpread wide, 
particularly in the Eaſtern world, many ages. befote 
Manes was born. Afterwards indeed he and bis 

| followers, commonly cal'ed Manichees, formed it 
into a regular Syſtem. They not only maintained, 
That all the Actions of Man were neceſſarily deter- 
mined by a power exterior to himſelf, but likewiſe 
accounted for it, by aſeribing the Good to Oromafe 
des, the parent of all Good: the evil to the other 

| eder! Being, Knee the Patent of a 
cvil. | Wii ine SIE 3:11 346; ie 5 55 1 8 
by ag E A ia 7004 „ i hn = is 07 

3. From the Eaſtern World, Mt a5 Nee 9 3 | 

8. « When Arts and Empire learned to travel Weſt 
this opinion travelled with them into Europe, and 

ſoon found its way into Greece, Here it was ear? 

neſtly eſpouſed and vebemęntly maintained by the 

Stoic Philoſophers: Men of great renown among 
perſans of literature, and fome of the ableſt diſpu- 
tants in the een pe eb with one mouth, 
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That from the „ of the world. if pot ra- 


ther from all eternity, there was an indifſoluble - 
chain of cauſes and effects, which included all human 
Actions. And that theſe were by fate ſo See 
together, that not * | Nob. of the ohe in e | 


broken. 18 | 2 11 Wie $y 9 4 1 {} "7 2 1 af x Bax 
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A fine Writer” of b bf owh „Wil who; was: 1 5 


RR ĩ FF. £8 


aimickble kill; drawn the RR conelußen, from 
different premiſes. He lays it down as a principle, 


(and a principle it is, which cannat reaſonably. be 


we 0 That as 1 5 as the Soul! is = 9 


oy 
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zes all our IVE all aur ir Refle&tians and _ 
fions : Yea, and al our Volitions, aud conſequentix 


our Actions, hie he ſuppoſes, unavoidably fol? 
low . thaſe vibrations... He premiſes, But 2 
will ſay, this Scheme infers the Werfel eee 

of human Actions: And frankly adds, er "5 
ly i i does. he am for ts Kut eee MY 
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5. And this is a which: FWD, 1 
by not a few of the moſt ſenſible men in ont nation. | 
One of theſe fairly confeſſing. that“ He. i 
not „cbink himſelf a inner,“ was aſked, * Po | 5 L 
never feel any wrong Tempers ? And dg you, nene . 
ſpeak or act in ſuch a manner as yourmwn, REνPL 1 4 
condemns 14 He GY anſirered, * Ini ef 
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30. 1 fegvbently feel tethpers, and ſpeak man 
| words, and do many ati ons, which T do not p. 
Pore of. But 1 cannot avoid it. They reſult, 
> Pere 8 Wil or no, from the vibrations of my. 
| „together wir the "motion of my blood, 
. che flow of my animal Spirits. But theſe" 
not in my own power. 1 cannot help them. - They 
5 are independent on my choice. And therefore I 
cannot apprehend rel uh 8. a fioner on n 
| count. 1 8 5 15 4m, wa 
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6. Very lately another Gentleman in free con- 
verſation, was carrying this matter a little farther, 
Being aſked, *© Do you believe GOD is Almighty. : 
He anfwered, „ do; or he could not have made 
the world.“ Po you believe be is wiſe “ 6 1 
cannot tell. Much may be faill on both ſides. 
% Do you believe he is Good phe 6 No. 1 cannot 
believe it: I believe juſt the contrary. For all the 
evil in the world, 16 owing to Him: I can aſcribe 

| It ro no other cauſe: 1 cannot” blame that cur: for 

barking or biting: it is His nature: And he did vot 

make himſelf. 1 feel wrong rempers in myjal 
But that is not »y fault; for 1 euntet help it. 
de my Nature: And I could not prevent my aving 

this nature, neither. can I change „ 


7. The Aſſembly of Divities, who met at hy 
-minſter in the laſt Century, expreſi very nearly the 
fame ſentiment, though plated in à different li ight, 
| They ſpeak to this effect. Whatever bappensI in 
time, was unchangeably determined from all eter: 
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all the things that ſhould come to. paſs therein 7 
The greateſt and the ſmalleff. eVents,. were 5 8 


equally pre- determined; In particular all 


thoughts, all the words, all the actions of every | 
child of man ; All that every man thinks, « or. ſpeaks, | 


or does, from his birth, till his Spirit returns to 
GOD that gave it. It follows, ibat no man can do 


either more or leſs good, or more or lefs evil, than 


he does. None can think, , ſpeak, or act any other 
wiſe than he does, not in any the ſmalleſt circum- 


ſtance. In all be ib bound by an Invitible, but | 
more than adamantine chain. No man can more 


his head or foot, . 
hand, or tir a finger, W 
determined he ſhould, trom all eternity. ages: 


A 341 d Zlin, n 


invifble, they allow : Man 


en. or hut his eyes, lift bis 


8. That this chain; is 


himſelf perceives, nothing of it. He ſuſpedts no- 


thing leſs ; He imagines himſelf to be free in all 
his Actions. He ſeems to move hither and thither, 
to go this way or. that, ro chuſ e doing evil, or da- 
ing good, juſt at his. own diſcretion, But all this 
Is an entire miſtake, . it 18 no more than a ea 
dream. For all his ways are fixt,, as the pillars of 


heaven ; all unalterably | determined. 80 chat pot 
rithſtanding, theſe gay, flattering ippearances, e, 


. iz 5 10 
In ſpite of all he lubour we'cteate; -' Indio 
"9; We en but we are ſteef᷑ d by be t. 


ee ustis pas e n tn t dn 


9 A; late Writer, id his celebrated bogk.upop - 


F ree-will, explains the, matter thus. „The ſoul is 
ow const with a material vehicle, and placed 


the material {won Various obj ets here con- 
+ 3 _ tinually 


any "otherwiſe than 480. "Hy : 
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CEOS 
| finwilly OR upon one br other of the 


drugs. Theſe" comnitinicate the re 
Birkin conſeguent on which fuch and Tuck feng 


_ ,_* Gione follow. | Theſe are the materials on which the 


Undetſtanding works, in forming all irs Hmple and 
complex ideas : according. ta which our judging nh 
ate fo rmed, And according to out Judgmente ! afe 
bur Pigeon; our Love and Hate, Joy Sorfow, 
Defire and Fear, with their innumerable combi. 
tions. Now all theſe. Paſſions together are the Wil, 
variouſly modified, 454 all Action: fAowing from 
the Will, are voluntary Actions. este 

ab Good or Evil, which otherwiſe they could 
bot be. And vet it is not in man to direct his owl 

| way, while he is in the Body, and in the World.” 


0, The Author of an 4'Tflay on Liberty ab 
May 1 publiſhed ſome years ſince at Edinburgh, 


ſpeaks ſtill more explicitly, and endeavours "ty 
trace the matter to the foundation. The im 8 
ſions, fays he, which man receives in the 

ral world, do Re correſpond to the truth of ih 
Thus the Qualities called Secondary, which we 
by natural inſtinct attribute to Matter, belong no 
to Matter, 1 nor exiſt without us: But all the Beau) 
of colours with Which Heaven and Earth 4% 
clothed, is a ſort of Romance or illuſion; For i 
external objects there is / really, no other di ſtinctiei 
but that of the lize and arrangement of their con 
ſtituent parts, whereby the rays of light are vari 
puny: reflcted and refracded. b. e es. 
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uw). 
N wo Moral Wan,” Eg 
il with regard to its proper effect, is an effect with re» 


i gard to'ſome prior cauſe, and. ſo backward without 
| end. Events therefore being a train of cauſes « and 
ky effects, are neceſſary and fixt. ep one * beg. 


A and «&nnor be other, ways yh an it is,” P. 15h, les. 
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And yet a a Feeltbg,, of an ophotith lud deeply 
W, rooted in our nature. Maiby things appear to us, 
i not predetermined by any invariable law. We 
wu, naturally make a diſtinetion, between inte that 
0 BY % be, and Was that may be, or my an 
'' 80 with "regard to the Addlobe of with, y wh 
Mug {ce that cannexion between « an' action and its motivi 
to be ſo fironſ, that we reaſon with full confidence,” 
oncerning the future ations of others. But" if 
Ations neceſſarily ariſe from their proper 1 
then all human actions are neceſſary and fixt, 
they do not appear ſo to us. Indeed. bel. iy Bot 
particular action, we always judge, that the Aten | 
ill be the veceſſary reſult of ome motive. But 
afterwards the feeling inſtantly varies. We accu 7 
and condemn a man for doing what is wrong. We 
onceive, he had a power of acting otherwiſe, and | 
he whole train of our feeling e Fu to 0 have | 
deen entirely a free Agent.“ E os Pos 


c 14 46:8 62. 


4 But whiat dees ane Era uit Ti alt - 
afes, our choice is determined! by” ſome motive, 
nut be” feral by rhat motive, Which ap- 
pears the beſt "Upon, the” whole. | Bit mower any 
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things; according tp which the Judgment is ng. 
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\ ot under our r power or direction. Vv 
tives offer, we have not the power e of chuling ad we 


an 


+. Ne are 0 determined,” ds 


1; boil 


q 7 


"« Man is ; paſſive f in receiving Pes 


ceſſarily formed. This the Will neceſſarily qbeys, 
and the outward aPtion neceſſarily [levy 8 the Wil. 


5 


« Hence it pal that G0 decrees all fu · 


TX 2 


ture Events., He who. gave | ſuch. a nature to his 
creatures, and placed them in ſuch circumſtances, 


that a certain train of actions muſt neceſſarily al: 
low: He who did ſo, and who muſt have foreſeen ] 
the conſequences, did certainly decree, That thoſe Wl - 
events ſhould fall out, and that men ſhould at Juſt n 
A TOR , a 1 
eee ee 
ve The Deity is the is Caale pu a dee. is £ 
formed the plan on which all things. were to he 
governed, and put it in execution by eſtabliſhing 
both in the Natural and Moral world, certain Wl 
Laws that are fiat and immutable. By virtue o in 


theſe all things proceed in a regular train of cauſes 
and effects, bringing about the events contained in 
the original plan, and admitting the poſſibility of Ml ©! 
no other, This Univerſe is a vaſt Machine winded b. 
up and ſet a - going. The ſeveral ſprings and wheeh 
act unerringly one upon another. The hand advatts ce 
ces and the clock ftrikes, preciſely as the Artiſt Mie 
determined. In this pian, Man, a rational creature, th 


was to fulfill certain ends, He wa to fear as a 
| Attor, 


f 


| n 1 
Alto,, and to ad with neus. and, 1 | 
have omg Idea of be ſome feeling of things 
poſſible and contingent, things depending on him- 
ſelf, that he might be ted to exerciſe that activity, 
for which he was —_— To have ſeen himſelf . : 
a part of chat great zehine, would have been 
altogether incongrucus io the ende be was 6 
fulfill. Had be ſeen that nothing was contin- 
gent, there would have been no room for” fore- 
thought, nor for any ſort of ind uſtry or care. 
Reaſon could not have been exereiſed in the way 

it is now ; that is, wan could not have been m. 
But now, the moment he comes into che world, he 
acts as a free. agent. And Contingeney, tho it has 
no real exiſtenge in things, is made to appear as 
really exiſting... Thus i is our natural feeling directx 
ppoſite to truth and matter of fad ; ſeeing 1 mw. 8 
10 certainly impollible, that hk man you TE, * 

be WY otherwiſe than he does.” * 
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h Fee Neceſſuy Soo? at. full length, and beiten oy 
in the moſt bvely colours. 15 e 
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An N. Ie is eaſy to * That every one 1. 
of WY theſe Schemes implies the univerſal. Neceffity of 
08 human Actions. In this they all agree, that Man 
ah WY is not a. free, but a neceſſary Agent, being abſolutely 
an WY determined in all his, Actione, by a principle exte · 
rior to himſelf, But they do not agree, what 
re, WY that principle is ?, The moſt antient of them, the 
a 2 /cnich can, maintained, that men are determined 
or, 7; & to 
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or removed that evil, but could not: the power 


a 5 


Or to unconquerable Fate, to which they ſyppoled 


„ -: 75 1Þ” onaas. ot x ol 


deduces all human Actions from thoſe Pa Mons abi 
be indirealy aſcribes the neceſſity of all human Ae: 


Soul thus depend on the fibres of the Body, Is 
thereby laid him under an invincible necefity, vf 


ſions neceſſarily to flow from the motion of the 
Blood and Spirits. For this i is N to tip 296 


f 1 
W 'evil, I the! evil" God, Arimihids's 
Oromaſite, the Good GOD, would have prevenied, 


PA a _ OOO 


the evil God N Wy x chat en 
<ontroll it. | al 9 1 


2. The duni, on 1 der 16 4 dd not im; 
pute the evil that is in the world to any intelligent 
ptineiple, but either to the original ſtubbornneb 
of matter, which even Divige Power was, not ea 
pable of removing: To the concatenation of Cauſe, 
und Effects, which no power whatevericould alter: 


all the gods, the en, not ee. to be 


3. The Author of two „lobe del Mi 
rationally rejects all the preceding Schemes, while he 


Judgments, which during the preſent union of the 
Soul and Body, neceſfarily reſult from fuch Wll 
ſuch vibrations of the fibres of the Brain. Herein 


tions to GOD: Who having fixt the laws of Uh © 
vital Union, according to his own good pleaſure; tia 


having ſo conſtituted man, that the motious of the 


acting thus, and in no other manner. 80 d theſe 
likewiſe, who ſuppoſe all the] udginents- and Pat: 


210 
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all our -PaſGons and Ae 16, Him, Who alone 


12 ſhould move. 
4. The G next 8 does this FY 


40 
at all. He flatly and roundly affirms, The Creator 


termined the - tanner «wherein; he ſhall act; and 
that therefore man ean no more help ſinning, 
a ſtone can help falling. The Aſſembly of Divines 
do as directly aſcribe. the neceſſity of human Ac- 
tions to GD, in affirming, That GOD. has eter = 


© nally determined whatſoe ver ſhall be done in time. 
So likewiſe does Mr. Rewards of . New-England « - 


at, In proving by abundance. of deep, metaphyſical 
reaſoning, That we w ſee, hear, taſte, feel 


tians ſhould ſpring. therefrom. | - 


of the antient Stoics and the mogers Calyiniſts. 
1 It ie not eaſy for a man of common un- 
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determined the manner a or & . 


rectly, without any ſoftening or circumlocution 


is the proper Author of every thing which man does : 1 
That by creating him thus, He has abſolutely de- 


than 


5 the objects that ſurround vs, and =wff have ſuch 
0 | Judgements, Paſſions, Actions, and no other. He 
WY say afcribes the neceſſity of all our Aliens, to 
u Him who united our Souls to. theſe Bodies, placed 
ny in the midſt- of theſe objects, and ordered, that 
eſe Senſations, Jadgmeats, Paſſions N A mL 


bun g. The Author laſt cited A SO FOE and con- 
firms all the preceding Schemes-; particularly thoſe | 


derſtanding, eſpecially if unaſſiſted} by Education, 
to dee theſe finely woven Schemes, or ſhew 
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ict where the fallacy: cn 
be feels, he is certaln, they ene that 
the Holy GOD cannot be the Author of fin. The 
horrid, Conſequences of ſupooting this, may "aps 
pear to the meanelt underſtanding. from a few 
plain, obvious conſiderations, of \ which Wes . 
that has common ſenſe. may judge. 1 


* 5115 
5 Ik all the Paſitons, the trempem) the Attionsl 
men, are wholly independent on their on choice, 
are governed by a principle exterior"to'themſelvey, 
then there can be no Moral Good or Evit. There 
can be neither Virtue nor Vice, neither good anο 
bad Actions, neither good nor bad Paſſions or Tem- 
pers. The Sun does much good: but it is no Vite! 
tue: but he is not capable of Moral Goode 
Why is he not? For this plain reaſon, becauſe he 
does not act from Choice. The Sea does mich 
harm : it ſwallows up thoufands of men; but it 
not capable of Moral Bidueſs: becauſe. it does n 
act by choice, but from a neceſſity of Nature. 
indeed one or the other can be ſaid to act at.. 
| Properly ſpeaking it does not: It is purely p. 
five: : it is only acted upon by the Creator; 40 
ut move in this manner and no other, ſeeing 
cannot reſiſt HIS Will. In like manner, St. Paul 
did much good: But it was no virtoe, if he di 
not act from choice. And if he was in all thing 
neceſſitated to think and act, he was not capable of 

Moral Goodneſs, . Nero Jo much evil: mit 
thouſands of men, and ſets fire to the city; But 
it is no fault: he is not capable of moral be 

465 if he does not at from choice but Neceſſity 
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properly the- Nan does not * at all: He -is 


only acted upon by the Creatar, and muff move 


thus, being i ref Ah n a who 1 
his Will? ie 1 TAILED 


choice, are governed by a prinei iple exterior to them · 


ſelves, then none of them is either rewardable or 


puniſhable, is either praiſe or blame · worthy. The 
conſequence is undebiable: I cannot praiſe the 


Sun for warming, nor blame the Stone for wounding 


me : Becauſe. neither the Sun nor the Stone acts 
from choice, but from neceſſity. Therefore neither 


does the latter deſerye blame, nor the former deſerve 


praiſe. Neither is the one capable of reward, nor 


the other of /puniſhment. - Aud if a man does good - 


as neceſſarily as the Sun, he is no more-praiſe-wor- 
thy than that, If he does evil as neceſſarily as 
the Stone, he is no more blame · worthy. The dy- 
ing to ſave your country is no way rewardable, if 


you are compelled thereto. And the betraying 


your Country is no way puvifiabie, if you are n 
celſitated to do 1 It, | 


3. It flies if chars ber no 3 8 virtue 
or vice, as moral Good or Evil, if there be nothing | 
rewardable or puniſhable in the actions or paſſions 
of men, then there can be no Judgment to come, 


and no future Rewards and Puniſhments. Fer 


might not God as well judge the Trees of rhe. wood, 
or the Stones of the field as man, if man was as to- 
tally paſſive as they? As irrefiſtibly determined to 


By 


„ 1k al the A. Hig N ah 


Temper of men are quite independent on their own 


* * 


r. 7 
hg = 


6 | * 18. )- 

act thus or thus ?. What ſhould he be com 16 
rewarded for, who never did any good, but whih 
he could not help it, being impelled thereto by: 
force which he could not withſtand? What ſhowld 
he be blamed or puniſhed for, who never did any 
evil, to which he was not determined by a power, 
he could no more re >, than he N. ſhake . 
Pillars of Heaven > 1 | 5 11% | 


This objection the Author of the- Edgy ao 
in its full ſtrength. . The advocates for Liberty 
reaſon thus. If Actions be neceſſary” and not in 
our own power, what ground is their for blame 
ſclf-condemnation, or remorſe? If a Clock were | 
ſenſible of its own motions, and knew that they pros 
ceeded according to neceſſary laws, could it fin 
fault with itſelf for ſtriking wrong? Would it not 
blame the Artiſt, who had ſo i!ladjuſted the wheels : 
So chat upon this ſcheme, all the moral Conſtitutions 
of our nature is overturned; There is an end 

all the operations of Conſcience, about Right and 
Wrong. Man is no- longer a Moral Agent, nor the 
ſubject of praiſe or blame for what he does. . F do 
wo 


. : 


| He ſtrangely anſvers, Certainly. the pain, the 
remorſe which is felt by any man who had been 
guilty of a bad action, ſprings from the notion, that 
he has a power over his on actions, that he might 
have for born to do it. It is on this account, tha 
he is angry at himſelf, and confeſſes himſelf to bo 
blameable. That uneaſineſs proceeds on the ſuppo= 
firion, that he is free, and might have acted a bet 
ter haart 00 one: . the dominion of ne 4 


ſions is condemned upon this g. 


as well as man.“ But we do not blame them, be- 
cauſe they have not freedom, a powef of directing 


their own actions. We muſt thertfore admit, that 


the idea of freedom, is eſſential o the moral feeling- 
On the ſyſtem of univerſal Neceſſity, there could 


be no place for blame or remorſe. And we acer 
in vain to reconcile to this ſyſtem, the t : 


which Conſciewes clearly gives to Freedom,” 


MG BON 33£71 8 447 3 34 1 bis 1 


1s thisan anſwer to the objection 2 Is ie not bn 
wing up thi om Werd ? 


S a» ', 4% 


attain Virtue,” 14 "To attain Vice. Ne an — 
yourſelf alloxred, that on this ſuppoſition, ; Virtue, 
and Vice can have no. being You go on, It 
he ſaw himſelf as he really is,” [Sir, do not- von Fg 
yourſelf ſo ?]:' «© if he conceived himſelf and all his 
actions, neceſſarily linked into the. great chain, 


which renders. the whole order both of the natural 5 
and moral World unalterably determined in everx 
article, what would follow?” Why juſt nothing at 5 


all. The great chain muſt temain as it was be foxe: 


Since whatever you ſee or conceive, that is —_ 8 
terably determined i in.every: ans SE e 12 2 


. 


To confute himſelf fill. more fall bs . Fea 5 
re knew Good and Evil to be Neceſſary and una- > 


oidaple, [Contradition 3 in (ems. hut let it paſs] 


* 5 . | ks ' there. 


und; that ic-was in 
his power to be free from them. Were hot this 
the caſe, Brutes might be the objectꝭ of moral blame 


13 18 1 i 275 me 5110 TL 7 
He adds, &« A Ce af Liberty, . J now 
ſeruple not to call dece; ful, 1s interwoven: wath our ; 
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5 | ( 20 We 34 
© there would be no more place for paidb 6 beg 
No indignation at thofe who had abuſed thelt 
rational powers; No ſenſe of juſt puniſhment ann 
to erimes, or of any reward deſerved by good acids 
All theſe feelings vaniſh at once, with the feelin f 
Liberty. And the ſenſe of Duty muſt be quite ex 
tinguimed; for we cannot conceive any Mor al Ol 
gation, without foppoſing - 2 1 e f 15 _ 1 
over his own actions.“ 


I ſo; What is he, who publiſhes a book, to FO. 
Mankind, that they have ; no e over their « own 
ations! | 1 ff 


To the i That this ſcheme . makes God 
the Author of Sin,” the Eſſayeſt feebly anſwers» 
< Sin, or moral turpitude lies in rhe evil Intention 

of him that commits it; or in ſome wrong Affectios. 
Now there is no wrong intention in God.” Whit 
then? Whaterer wrong intention or affection is fü 
man, you make God the direct aurhor of it. For you 
flatly affirm, © Moral evil canhot exiſt, without be- 
ing permitted of God, And with regard to a fl 
Cauſe, permitting is the ſame thing as cauffng.? 
That totally deny: but if it be, God is the props 
nga of all FR fin in the unive tſe. l 


| __ 
1 2294p) Suppoſe. now the Juige: of all eee hays 
18 juſt pronouneed the awful ſentenoe, Duri 


curſed into everlaſting fire; prepared far the Devil au 
his Angels: Should ſay to one on the left hand, 


* What canſt thou olker, in af own. behalf? 


"Mi kt 


-t 24 „ 
Might he not on this. Genet müde. rd, 
why am I doomed to dwell with everlaſting burn ; Y 
ings? For not doing good? Was it ever. in my; 
power to do any good action? Could lerer do any, 
but by that grace which thou hadſt determined not 
to give me? For doing evil? Lord, did T erer do 
any, Which 1 was not bound to do by thy own de - 
cree? Was there ever a moment when it was in my 
power, either to do goòôd, or to ceaſe from evil? 
Didſt not thou fix Whatever I ſhould de, or not do, 
or ever J came into the world? And iwas there 
erer one hour, from my cradle to my grave, 
wherein 1 could ac otherwiſe than I did? Now 
let any man ſay; "Whoſe mouth would be opped, 
that of the cfiniinal, tr pers AEST e 


; 5 
© #0 iel io 5745 1 Nn £> 


1 Bot it, upon this ſoppofitions; e be no 
judgment come, and no future Rewards or Bar 
niſnments, it likewiſe follows, That the Seriptures, 
which aſſert both, cannot be of divine ige 
If there be not 4 day duberein GOD. will j udgt the, 
world, by that man; whom. be hath [appointed ;, if the 
wicked ſhall not go. into. cterual puniſhment, neither. 
the righteous into l ife eternal; What can we think 
of that book, which ſo frequently and folemnly af- 
firms all theſe things? We can no longer maintan, 
That all ſcripture was given / Inſpiration - of GOD; 
Since it is impoſſible; that the »GQD»of Truth, 
ſpould be the Author of "palpable; falmoods. 80 
that whoever afferte the Pre- determination of alt 
human Actions, a doctrine totally inconftſtent with 


the re W of $ ure n Hea- 


veny a0 Hell, Ades esc) wn av che very — * 
of Seripture, which. me — ade — 9 
C 0 RIP a, et Ol 


Ya. Such abſardiries will 3 1 mee 
follow, from the ſcheme , of Neceſſity, But Mrs 
Edwards, has found 0 moſt ingenious way 9 
evading this conſequence. I grant, (ſays hat 
good and fenfible man) if the actions of 1 men 
were involuntary, the conſequence would i ine vita 
bly follow; they could not be either good or evil; 
Nor therefore could they be the proper object, 
either of reward or puniſhment. But here lies the. 
very ground of your miſtake: their actions arg, | 
not involuntary. The actions of men are quits 
voluntary; the fruit of their own «v/ll, They 
love, they defire evil things ; therefore they com- 
mit them. But love and hate, defire and averſiou/ 
are only ſeveral modes of willing. Now if men vos 
luntarily commit theft, adultery or murder, cers | 
tainly the actious are evil, and therefore anihest⸗ 
And if they voluntarity ſerve GOD, and help theft 
neighbours, the N are Good, ww en 
rewardable,” | a 
110 


5. TY cannot poſhbly. prone a —— 
upon Mr, Edwards's ſuppoſition Still I ſay, [if 
they are neceſſitated to commit robbery of murders 
they are not puniſhable for committing ite. But 
you anſwer, 4 Nay, their ions are voluntary 
the fruit of their own will.“ If they are, yet that 
is not enough, to make them either good ar evil, 
For their will, on our ſuppoſition, is _ irreſiſtibly 
iwpellel! 
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plied in the very nature of a Spirit ? 'Certain it is, 


Sulſicient to have Redd, the! fress to a. . 


2 1 * 3 * wn K * 
* 3 * "mh R 5 pt : 
* of — * * > . y n 
o X 4 1 
* 


e 5 
impelled ; So that they aannot help. willing ih 

thus. If ſo, they are no more blameable = 
Will than for the achions which follow i it, There 
is no blame, if they are under a neceſſity of willing. 
There can be no moral SO er Evil, unleſt they 
have Liberty as well as 71, whioh is entirely a dif- 
ſerent Thing. And the not -gdyerting to this, 


ſeems to be the 808 e ene | 
whole miſtake, I. 25 5 f T 


8. GOD wt Maa an 5 | gen nt Bing; nd 77 


endued him with ll as well a ves Tang 8. 
Indeed it ſeems, without this, 205 e ö 
would have been given te, no e. Neit ber 


would either his Will or Voderitan« ing have an- 
ſwered any valuable rl a "i, Liberty bad not 
been added to them, a | iſtinct from both: 
A power of chuſing for Mmſelf, a ſelf· determining 
Principle. It may be deubted, whether . GOD 
ever made an intelligent creature, | without all theſe 


three faculties ? Whether any Spirit, « ever exiſted 


without them? Ves, Whether they are not im- 


that no Being can be accountable for its Actions 
which has not een as well as ol... and DU wo 


ſanding. "$A. ; 
How admirably 1s this dannen 0 ant 
po ing 000 to ſpeitk e „ 


Creature. 
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Mes ey 863 Mew Wood, and 61. be fell. 1 
Not free, what proof couldHey have given fincets 
Of erve allegi cohſtant faith and love,; 1 * 
A Where only what they needs muſt do appear d. 
Not what they bad. 1 n als a 
r 8 019 pebeive;_ | ? F< „„ 
Whar pleafurs I, Avalon *. ans 1M | 
When Will and Reaſon (Reaſon alſo is Oboice) ) 
Uſeleſs and vain, of freedom both deſpoiled oY 
Made pallive both, had ſerved ling = 
Not me? "They tt t herefore, as to 90 e 
80 were created. A e otets: 
80 without leaſt impulſe n, of fare” 4. 5: 1 
Or ought by me immutably foreſeen ie 120088 
They Fele authors to themſelves" in an Was 
Botk what the Judge and what they chufe: Forth 
R. formed them free; and free 15 muſt remain, pl 
Till they enthrall themſelves. muſt chill 9 
Their Nature and reverſe the ha dectee, ne 
| Unchangenble, eternal which ordainesd 
Their eln they't TY ordained! why ar 
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5 Tt ſeems, they who divide <0 9 15 th 
- human Soul, into the Underſtanding, Will and N. 
fections, unleſs they make the Will aud Affection 
the ſame thing; (And then how inaccurate ig the 
Diviſion?) muſt mean by Affections, the Will, pro: | 
perly ſpeaking, and by the term Mill neither. moral 
nor leſs than Liberty : The power of Chooſing, 
þ either to do or not to do, (commonly called 
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Poe) vr th contre? 


= FF; erty tra : . * > 
2 TT Nn, imivoly” called Liberty ut 
172 Coutrarieey. "Wikfiour Fi fortner at ſexft; there can 


4 * 
be nothing good or eil, rewkrdabte or punitfable? AE 
or it is plats, te dettrigeef Neceicy, av kühe 
of WW cher by ancient? Hiatitis; cr 'by ate” le 
® WY (b<tticr Delfts'or Ckiitifine) defttüöyr butts, lever: 

2 not a ſhadow of either, in any ſoul of man: CO 

5 ſequentiy it deſtroys all the, Morality. of human 
"WH Attions, making man a mere Machine, and lead 


2 ; room ior any J Ig to come, or for an T7 
1 ewards 
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dete Bag 


e. 1. Bur hateter Be- the- 

® WY cible from te That Alf hü man adticns art necegs 
«, how with ber er the Argument which 
. brought, int defcnute of this (polifion'?” Let uy || 
" bg wherlier ſometkfug of this Nad, may not be 2 

96 | done in a fer words." * Ane > 313 "10417 $57 900 944 

"IP %%% 207 ene LF ot $704 od 


. i eftoSewmep ther ahh AGAINST. 
ches; the müiatainert fu Oed ua BDritpeds) 
11, Wtho' it was formerty efpoefedbbpromen of refionings 
c. Loouline- in 1particutarys yerbic :igondwide ul 
* [08 out d thivicwould be io four tot 
onfute ii. Amen more :plnaltble he 
Scheme of the Stote?s bubtdhbgNeurth 5 ups Nerz, 80 
upon the/inſopgrable-finbdom moto or. chet 
ndiflobableiGhainof Cauſesoand Den, Perlkapani: 
hey invented i tiiis Scheme iroexculpare GOD po! _—_ 
o avoid laying. the blume upor/Himcy bags | 
« would [haue:donehenttr; df he towel! chr en, ol 
vas <viling to cure the evil, but was not able, But 88 
ä : 8 | "00" 
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bs may anſwer them abort, There is no Fate 


is able in the twinkling of an eye, to reduce aug 


+ 
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19 


tde moſt High; that is an idle irrational Fiction: | 
, Neither is there any thing in the nature of Matter, 
" which is not obedient to his word. The Almighty. 


matter into any form be pleaſes : or to ſpeak. it in 
nothing; ; in a moment 2175 rt Wer N 
eure is io 10% Fan 12 18 W094 2 0 
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70 1 n add, le 4 the two af". Fn 
above-mentioned, which nearly coincide with 10 
now adopted by almoſt all who doubt of the Chri 

tian Syſtem, requires a more particular conſidergs | 
tion, were it only becauſe it has ſo many admirers. 
And it certainly contains a great deal of truth, as 
will appear to any that  confiders.it, calmiy. For 
who can deny, that not only the memory, but all 
the Operations of the Soul, are now. dependent o 
the bodily Organs, the Brain, in particular 
Inſomuch that a Blow on the back part of the head 
(as frequent experience ſhews,) may take away the 
Underſtanding, and deſtroy at once both Senſation 
and Reflection: And an irregular flow: of Spirits 
may quickly turn the deepeſt: [Philoſopher into n 
Madman. We muſt allow likewiſe, that hide 
very power of thinking depends ſo much upon the 
Brain, our Judgments muſt needs depend thereon, 
and in the ſame proportion. It muſt be farther al- 
lowed; that as our Senſations, our Reflectio ; and 
our Judgments, ſo our Will and eee 2 
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+ We are in a continual deluſion as to the Nats 
ral World: Why not as to che Moral?“ Wels 
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falſe, as will appear quicl 


light are variouſly refleted or 1 
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„ 
ein; But den 

this infer the total Neceflity of alk human actions? 

« am forry for it, ſays the Dr. but I cannot help e | 

it” 1 verily think 1 can. Trhink, I can noronly 
ent the knot, by ſhewing (us above) the intolerable 

abſurdities. which this Scheme implies ; but fairly 
untie it, by polling” dut juſt where the wer 


lies. N 8 W 453%; en ene 


(ki iT 

4 But ard . me. meh ets 8 10 d. 
Author of the Eſſay. His grand reaſon, for nt 
ung all mankind in a dream, is drawn from Analogy; 


how does he prove, that ne ie a cominaal delun „ 
ſion as to the Natural World? Thus. All the . 
Qualities which are termed Secondary Qyualities, 
we by a natural inſtinct aſcribe. to Matter. But ie 
is a mere deceit. ca 191 HAN not NOR to- Mauer, . 
neither e tte 14 1 5 4 05 7 8 


ine „ 
As commonly as this j is; ien aue, e 
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You inftance_ in Calbe, and n ay, . 
&« All this beauty of Colours with which Heaven ED 
and Earth appear to be cloathed, is a fort of r6- 
mance or illuſion. In external bject there is no Fs 
other diſtinction, bur that of the tze and rh 2 
ment of their conſtittient parts, ar an * SLY 


Bur are thoſs-rqw-of Abe real“ And 8 „1 
an without us? Certainly” as . "as: the Sun 
2 . 2 : 8 doe * 
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They are: And what will yau infer, ſnom that @ Wl 
iner, that Colour is juſt as real as Size or Five | 


ee aa e ere bag. thous | 
as fress, or corn, or heaven, or .cartÞ.. oy | 
what do you mean by Colour ?” When I ſay 
That Cloth is of a red Colour, I mean its ſurface = 
is ſo diſpoſed as to reſtett the red ;(thuttis, ht 


largeſt) rays of light, When I fax, The Sey 
blue, I mean, it is fo diſpoſod as to roſledt the b 
(chat is, the ſmalleſt) rays af light. And wkele 
the deluſion hee? Doss not thet i ſpeftiod, is * 
not thoſe uys as veally ewiſt, as wither the len 
orthe/Sky.? And ure they not us really rote; 
asche Ball in a tennis ont? It ie trus, Shay. 
when they firike upon my eye, A particular gen 
tion follows in my Soul. - But that ſenſat ion is u 
Colour: I know no one that calls it . > Clout | 
therefore is a real, material thing. There ig: n 
ziufton in che cafe, umlefs you cottfound 29 
ception with the thing perecived. Aud an 
Secondary (Qualities: are juſt as, real as Figure or any 
other Primary one. So you have no Illufion in the 
natural world, to ce untenan that you imagins to 
be i in the moral. Wh N therefore this argu» 
went occurs, (and it it gccurs.ten fimes over) 4e f 
Natural World 3 18 all Moien 1 1 is the 
Moral, T ele good for bine 44 A 


0 Bat tale A al Ggether, and let a e 
ane 9 2 W . f 


my bm n 
the GOD of Müth has ineo paſſed "with falthood” 
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«ee ſouf that he has made aks Rien . 
„ mankind 7 4. frog db, to believe a lie Les, 
„an his Creation is à lie, all the Natural ad n e 
Moral World. If fo, you make GOD himſelt, - 
75 ther than the Pevil (Hortid . thought 2) the, Father 
ce Bo of lies Such vou doubtleſs repreſont him, whe "= 
he WY Von fey nor-only chat be has furrpvoded, we; with Jl-. 
i WW 1ufon on every. ſide: but the d the Frelisgzs Which 


He has AE he with: our 


38 PTS 91 1 12 3 


equally illuſve? So WH. <* of 5 1} nas ry 


That ** all theſe hadoith which for thing we take,” 
Are but the empty Dreams, which "EY a fleep: 
2 we make! „ e r , 
$1355” mou? A bilo toe meets. 435 : 
And Titus this; you make a feint ol.dify bo 
ing, in defence of a Material World! Tnconfiften-. 
cy all over! What 'prosf have we of this, | with 
poſſible proof eam We have, if we cannot truſt os” ö 
own Eyes, or Ears, or any, or all of our Senſes ? 
But it is certain I can truſt nene of my Senſes if, 
Tam a mere machine. För I have the teſtimony" 
of all my outward and all my inward Senſos, har 
T am a free Agent. If therefore r dnh⁰ν mr 
them in this, Nea truſt them in nothiogs* Do nee 
tell me, there ae Suti, Mobn and Stare or.that- 
there are Men; beaſts or birds in the World, T cn. 
not believe one tittle of it, if 1 cannot believe? 


what I feelin myſelf;/- namely; thut it depends n 
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40 "Hers Ts tue malt ee net 
adi Author bills the melzuehely hypbtheſe "of 
weer. , Adios necefhrily ariſe from theilt 
ſeveral toflves; Therefore aff Numa RCTfons 4% 
neceffiir yo! Again, 'In alf cafes the Cholce mill 
be detetmined, by that motive which appears the 
| beſt upon the whole. But motives are tot undet 
our power. Man is paffixe in. receiving finprefiions 
of things,. according to which. the. laſt judgment ig 
.neceffarily formed. This the Will neceſſarily” 
obeys, and Log  ourward AND neceſſarily follow 


the Will. . 72 ir! ie 2 5 7 2 85 5 jp * 
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er us; * oaſted argument in pieces, and, 
ſarvey it part by; parts; 3.8% Motives are not un 
der our power.“ This is not uni verſally true.,, 
Sume are, ſome are not. That man, bas 4 , firmugy, 
motive to run his neighbqur thro, namely violent 
Auger. And yet the Acton doe not Secur 
follow. Often it does Hot follow as. ally Ae 
where it does, not necefiarily;;s.- He might haste, 
ſiſted that motive 2, In all -caſes the N 
maſt. be determined by chat motive, which app | 
tho-boſtupanthe whole,” This is abſolutely. falſe. | 
ens by "the. eh ol ell many 
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this too depends muck wpor b Ghee 
cording to the impreſſions which he has received: 


necefſarily. obere. Andeed it, des note | n 
Mind has an intriaße pomee, of cutting of the: 
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3, But 2 7 all be contentl for, 38 ien 
ſuch vibrations the, brain, ſuch, ſenfarions di- 
rectly follow, and indireciiy (as. the variqus Cor th: 
binations and, Reſults of. them) All ogr; Jadgments, . 


| Yet this infers no Neceffity at all, ——If c there!be 42 
GOD in the mri | . this widen whole matter. 
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times his firſt, ſometimes his lat Judgement, is a- Ls 


And frequently, it is. not. . 4 2 Thie che Win- : 


connexion between Ihe Juitlgment: and te; Wille, x 
the Will”, Wes fo. The, vhing-Z mould Lc. : 


ever. thea became of: the einig af Kent. abls:: | 
chain of anne eee f 


caſes he — owing — — 3 : l 
in moſt he may vary it greatly. 4 According to. OY, 
| theſe his laſt Judgment is neceſſarily formed.” Next Ws 
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and Paſſions, -apd conſequently, wards and actions 3. . 
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| n Wen b 
| _ neſs, withour him. Bat in truth this their wilden 
14 is their folly': for no ſy ſtem either of Morality op 
1 Philoſophy, "can be com pleat, unleſs GO be kept 
þ in view, from the very beginning to the "ef"; 
Every true Philoſopher will e as fut 
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Now if there be à GOD; de batinet but bare al 
Power, over every creature that he has made. He 
| muſt bave equal Power over matter and Spirits, 
over our Souls and Bodies. What are then all che 
Vibrations of the Brain to Him? Or all the a- 
ral Conſequences of them ? Suppoſe there be 2. 
rally the ſtrongeſt Concatenation of Vibrations, Ses 
ſations, Reflections, Judgments, Paſſions, Actions 
Cannot He in a moment, whenever and however 
he pleaſes, deſtroy that Concatenation ? Cannot he 
cut off, or ſuſpend, in any degree, the connexion 
between vibrations and ſenſations ? Between ſen- 
ſations and reflections? Between reflection and 
judgments? And between Judgments and paſſions. 
or actions? We cannot have any idea of GOD" 
47 omhipotence, withour ſeeing, he can Dov this, it 
| he will. Fines 


4. If he will, you may 1 we 1 Vs FAY 
4 | But have we any reaſon to think he ill?“ Yes; 
ww the ſtrongeſt reaſon in the world, ſuppoſi ing. that 
1 Gon is Log 7 Mare N * he 1 ba: 
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to every Man, and that 25 N it over en bs 3 
If ſo, it cannot be, that he ſhould ſee the nobleſt 3 
of his creatures under Heaven, neceſſitated od N B «x 
evil, and incapable of any relief but from himſelf, "I 
without affording that relief. It is undeniable, 
that he has fixt in man, in every man, his Umpire, 
Conſcience; an inward Judge, which paſſes ſen- 
tence both on his Paſſions and Actions, either ap- 


. * . v2 4 

, ow 6 % * 7 

. 8 , 7 
$ 7 * 2 

4 p j 4 


proving or condemning them. Indeed it has not 5 8 8 
power to remove what it condemns: It t the 2 1 
evil which it cannot cure, But the GOD of Power 4 
can cure it: And the GOD of Love will. if we 4 
chooſe he ſhould. But he will no more neceſſitate us 


to be happy, than he will permit any thing beneath 
the ſun to lay as under a neceflity of being miſera - 
ble. I am not careful therefore about the flowing 
of my blood and ſpirits, or the vibrations of my 
brain: Being well aſſured, that however my ſpi- 
rits may flow, or my nerves and fibres vibrate, the 
Almighty GOD of Love can controll them all, and 
will (unleſs I obſtinately chuſe vice and miſery) af-- 
ford me much help, as in ſpite of all theſe, will put 
it into = WY to be virtuous and happy for ever. 
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